
Visit www.inferrara.it to discover 
guided tours, bike experiences, 

cooking classes, river cruises along 
the Po, and themed activities to 
create your perfect itinerary.

Looking for New Adventures?

One of the city’s most iconic 
shots? The façade of Palazzo 
dei Diamanti: its 8,500 pink 
and white marble blocks 
create the perfect backdrop 
for a memorable photo!

The Shot 
You’ll Remember

Art is a common thread running through the 
history of Ferrara: from the great Renaissance 
period, when the Este court transformed the 
city into one of Europe’s most refined 
cultural centers, to the significant artistic 
expressions of the 20th century. This heritage 
lives on today in its museums, palaces, and in 
the stories of artists, writers, and filmmakers 
who found inspiration here.

One of the most iconic sites of Ferrara’s 
Renaissance visual culture. The famous Salone 
dei Mesi (Hall of the Months) is a complex 
iconographic program that weaves together 
astrology, classical mythology, and the 
celebration of Este power. Some of the leading 
figures of the Officina Ferrarese, such as 
Francesco del Cossa and Ercole de’ Roberti, 
worked here. The intellectual behind the 
program was Pellegrino Prisciani.

A masterpiece of Renaissance architecture 
and one of the city’s most recognizable 
landmarks, its façade is covered with over 8,500 
marble blocks shaped like diamonds. It houses 
the National Art Gallery, where you can admire 
works by masters of the Officina Ferrarese, as 
well as major temporary exhibitions.

More intimate than the grand ducal palaces, 
this residence offers insight into the refined 
private life of late Renaissance Ferrara. 
Its central figure is Marfisa d’Este, niece of 
Lucrezia Borgia and a passionate patron of 
music and theatre.

The nearby Church of Santa Maria in 
Vado is renowned for its 

impressive Marian-themed 
fresco cycle decorating the 
central nave. Painted in the 17th 
century by Carlo Bononi, one 
of the last artists of the Officina 
Ferrarese, the highlight is the 

roundel depicting the 
Coronation of the Virgin.

For centuries, the 
meaning of Schifanoia’s 
frescoes remained a 
mystery. Only in the early 
20th century did art 
historian Aby Warburg 
decipher their complex 
astrological symbolism.

Schifanoia
museum

marfisa d’este
RESIDENCE

palazzo
dei diamanti

A former 15th-century Carthusian monastery, 
now a vast monumental cemetery where art, 
architecture, and memory coexist among 
cloisters and chapels. Part of the complex, the 
Church of San Cristoforo houses monumental 
paintings by Bastianino and Giuseppe Avanzi.

MONUMENTAL
CHARTEHOUSE

Two cultural hubs dedicated to 20th-century 
Ferrara: the cinema of Michelangelo Antonioni 
and the literature of Giorgio Bassani.

Spazio Antonioni 
& Centro Studi 
Bassaniani

Did You Know?

Listen to our podcast and discover 
stories, characters, and masterpieces 
narrated by an art historian.

Listen to the podcast

ART
LOVERS

Now home to the Ariostea Municipal Library, it 
preserves important historical and artistic 
testimonies from the various phases of the 
building’s history. Inside, you’ll find the 
monumental tomb of Ludovico Ariosto and 
one of the few surviving 18th-century 
anatomical theatres in Italy.

PALAZZO 
PARADISO

Just steps from Schifanoia

The mystery of the 
Hall of the Months

Want to dive deeper into 
Ferrara’s artistic heritage?

If you love art, these are some 
of the places where you can 

begin discovering Ferrara.

Ferrara for 

At the end of the 15th century, Duke 
Ercole I d’Este launched the Addizione 
Erculea, a major urban expansion 
designed by Biagio Rossetti.
With its wide streets, harmonious 
perspectives, and monumental palaces, 
it represents one of the earliest examples 
of modern urban planning in Europe. 
For this reason, Ferrara was 
recognized as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 1995 as a 
“City of the Renaissance.”

Ferrara, 
a Renaissance City
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